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Your Constitution
• When was it last revised?
• Is it in a Word document?
• Does it reference years starting with 19__?

Chances are, it’s time to revise 
your Congregation’s Constitution



ELCA Model Constitution for Congregations
• Every congregation’s constitution MUST be in compliance with the 

Model Constitution
• Model Constitution can only be modified by the action of a 

Churchwide Assembly and ratified at the subsequent CWA
• Every three years new required and recommended provisions

come following CWA



www.elca.org/About/Churchwide/Office-of-the-Secretary

Google: ELCA Secretary
or









Required Provisions

Marked with * 
MUST be printed 
exactly as in 
Model Constitution



Recommended Provisions
These are recommended by the ELCA but NOT required



Local Congregation Decisions
In some cases a decision 
from among several options 
MUST be made 
by the local congregation

Choose ONE



Another 
example of local 
decision needed

Choose ONE 
from among the 
options



The Church vs. this church



This congregation & the congregation
NEVER the church
NEVER this church
NEVER our church



In Word--Tools



1) Select:
TRACK CHANGES 2) Select:

COMPARE 
DOCUMENTS



Original 
Document:

Model
Constitution for 
Congregations

Revised 
Document:

YOUR
Congregation’s

Constitution



Review your “Compared Document” 
against the Model Constitution



Bylaws and Continuing Resolutions
One Unified Document: Constitution, Bylaws, (Continuing Resolutions)

• Bylaws give further specification and detail in how the congregation will enact the 
constitution/function as an institution in the local context

• Bylaws are inserted after their relevant Constitutional Provision
• Bylaws are codified using the relevant Constitutional Provision codification then 

adding two-digit sequential numerals followed by a dot.

i.e. C10.01. is the Constitutional provisions for an Annual Meeting of the Congregation

A related Bylaw might be: This congregation shall hold it’s annual meeting of the congregation on a Sunday 
in the month of January. 

The Bylaw would codified as: C10.01.01.



Bylaws and Continuing Resolutions
One Unified Document: Constitution, Bylaws, (Continuing Resolutions)

• Continuing Resolutions are meant to offer further definition and detail 
for function as an institution

• Continuing Resolutions are meant to be frequently reviewed, revised,
and adopted/removed

• Continuing Resolutions are placed after their relevant Constitutional 
Provision and/or Bylaw

• Continuing Resolutions are codified using the relevant Constitutional 
Provision or Bylaw using alphabetical listing followed by the two-digit 
year the Continuing Resolution was adopted, such as C10.01.A24 or 
C10.01.01.A24



MOTION: To bring [name of congregation] congregation 
constitution into conformity and compliance with all required 
provisions of the Model Constitution for Congregations.



You really can do this!
We’re here to help.

secretary@njsynod.org


